	 

December 10, 1999 Bike Memo
Date:

December 10, 1999

To:

Odyssey 2000® Registered Riders

From: Tim Kneeland & Associates, Inc.
Re:

Just a few sleeps away

What Is TK&A Up To?
Tim is in Asia. Left Japan as the snow rose. Cut a path through the duck herds of
Thailand and is now heading towards Singapore down through Malaysia. Tim has added
another ferry ride out of Phuket. That will be so awesome. The scenery from the water
will be wonderful. Of course, we were in the car, but it is hard to grasp the beauty of
the limestone cliffs when you are so close to them.
Karen-Ann stayed back to finalize Odyssey logistics.
Brit-Simone, our acting CEO when Tim and Karen-Ann are absent, is without a car, home
and animals and is living out of a duffel. Today is her birthday. All the best to a totally
wonderful friend, a magnificent co-worker, (without Brit-Simone at the helm all these
years Tim and Karen-Ann would not have been able to accomplish all the tasks and the
travelling needed for Odyssey) and every parent’s dream of THE daughter.
You guys talk about packing. We secured a storage space just to sort out all the bits we
need to bring on Odyssey, as we are starting to explode out the doors of the office.
We are working like demons to do all the millions of things that need to be attended to
before we depart. Thanks to all those wonderful souls who are quietly hanging out on
the sidelines, bags packed ready to hit the road. Thanks to all those thoughtful folks
who have offered to help. You are all on a rain check. Your support refills our
batteries. And thank you for the promise of hugs. I can speak for all of us here – go for
it – we might look comatose or even a tad on the dug up side - hollow cheeks, black
circles around the eyes, frazzled hair, zombie-ish, etc., when you see us, but we can still
feel a hug.
What Are The Riders Up To?
We have folks who sound just like Brit-Simone except they are jobless too. Lots of folks
are out tootling around trying to do all the training they thought about over the years.
Please keep us up to date on your mailing address. Thanks to all you folks who are being
so diligent about that.
As we have said before. If you are mobile, just give us a call with an overnight address,
phone number and credit card and we will Fed Ex the mailings to you.

Congrats
Not only have some of you turned into bicycling transients. Some of you went out and
got MARRIED. Special congratulations to a couple of couples who are going to be able to
answer the question “Where did you go for your honeymoon?’’ with “We went around the
world, for a year, on bicycles.” A conversation stopper, for sure.
Congratulations to our new couples: Dalia Pardue and Dan Marshall
Janet Freeman and Richard Spinetto
Couples
Talking about couples. We think we have identified most of the couples on the event. But,
to make sure you all end up with your honeys, please make sure we know who you are.
The Odyssey Bike
We have had some great feed back on the bikes. Everyone should have gotten their bikes
now except the new riders. We have our bikes waiting to be picked up but haven’t had time
to go get ‘em. The bike shop in Seattle had the most bikes to deal with, at least two dozen.
This shop has been an absolute gem to work with. So, we have to satisfy ourselves with
glimpses of riders’ bikes as folks pop in to see if we haven’t gone crazy in our little home
away from home. Two of our wonderful riders, Bob and Suzi Jones, were sweet enough to
bring one of theirs into the office when Tim and I hit town so we could take a look. We
were so excited about getting to see one in real life. They love ‘em and we are thrilled.
A special thanks to Raleigh and our Odyssey Main Man over there, Matt Van Enkevort,
for getting you guys up and running. Since Matt got back from overseas he has worked
very hard to get those folks who needed help sorted out.
When you think of it, it was a pretty awesome task, especially with the unforeseen stuff
that seems to always creep into the best laid plans.
And a big thanks to you folks for your understanding and flexibility. Matt, Tim and I, and
the bike shops thank all those folks who were kind, patient and courteous. In fact, it
wouldn’t be a bad idea to jot a line to the bike shop who helped you and Raleigh along
the route. They would love to hear how you are going. I am looking forward to meeting
John at the Bike Center in Seattle. I now know another wonderful person in this world.
Where To Send The Bikes
You can send them to the hotel (not to arrive before Christmas Day) or the bike shop (as
soon as possible) if you want someone other than yourself to unbox and reassemble your
bike.
If you are sending your bike to the bike shop you need to call them and pay with a credit
card. They have requested that you identify your bike with your name, Rider # and
Odyssey 2000, and firmly attach it to the bike. Otherwise they ain’t gonna know which
one is yours after they remove a few from boxes. So, please print clearly and attach the
piece of cardboard securely to the top tube, wrapping it right around with plenty of
sticky tape. Of course, you don’t want to sticky your bike decals for obvious reasons.
When you label your box, please write your Name, Rider # and Odyssey 2000 on the
outside of the box. If you are getting a shop to do it, you might remind them. Send the box
to whichever address and add to the address label – your name like this – Odyssey 2000®
Luke Skywalker # 001
Odyssey 2000®
Hotel or Bike Shop name
Address

The bike shop charge is $50.00 for re-assembly and delivery to the Burbank Hilton.
PLEASE do not call TK&A or ask the Bike Shop about UPS business. Only UPS can tell
you the shipping and insurance charges, and time it will take to get to California from
your location.
If there are a ton of bikes going to the bike shop they need time to assemble them. We
suggest getting it off in plenty of time. Also, if your bike does a loop of the US before
reaching CA, you have given it plenty of time to get there. The first day is a bloody long
walk.
Hotel Address
Burbank Airport & Convention Center
2500 Hollywood Way,
Beltran
Burbank. CA 91505-1019
818-843-6000

Bike Shop Address
Circle Cycle,
Attention: Mike Rooney and Dave
3550 Redondo
Torrance CA 90504
310-329-1159

Mail Stops
Enclosed are the mail stops for Stage 1 and Stage 2.
Please note that this information is only for your friends and family. Under no
circumstances is this information to be put out in the media, on the web or any other
public area. This is confidential information. Our vendors have worked hard to
accommodate our needs, even though our needs are most times very different from what
they are used too. We want to respect their hospitality. Also, we never want mail
delivered to our sites from persons unknown to you.
This is very important. Please comply. We want to continue to offer mail stops.
You are quite welcome to copy the mail stops and hand them out to your loved ones and
friends. Please make them aware of the above.
New Riders
Can you believe it. Three new riders last week. Still have three folks trying to get their
#@*& together so they can sign up. Will keep you posted. We have 246 registered riders
so far.
Welcome George. Our last rider (so far) to sign up – on Friday, December 10th. George is
an old hand at TK&A tours, having participated in quite a few. George is a sweetie.
Invariably you will see George sporting a white zinc cream face adorned with little bugs
stuck by a wing to his zinc.
A Rider Asks..Then Requests
An Odyssey rider dropped in today to say hello and borrow a floor pump. We haven’t even
hit the road and we are servicing riders already. We got a chance to see “the bike” again.
It is such a tease; that’s two glimpses so far. We started chatting and ended up at Kruger.
She asked me to pass on info about what we have organized about our group visiting
Kruger. We started getting some calls about this site, and then we got a fax from a rider.
This info looks like it must have gone up on the web. It states that TK&A had not
organized anything for Kruger. Well, we hadn’t heard that one before.
Here is what Tim and Karen-Ann organized at Kruger when we last visited. First, we

Then we arranged with our host at Hazyview, and what a super person he is, to have the
safari guides come to meet us the first night at din din, give you the skinny on visiting
the park, and organize you into groups and times.
If you take the early morning tour we have arranged to have a bagged breaky for you to
munch on as you zoom off to the park and all those hungry animals. They love plump,
juicy humans.
They will take you into the park and dump you off for a pussy cat snack. Just kidding…..
Hazyview is about 16 km from the nearest gate and 40km from the next one. Come on get
that mental mileage converter switch tripped over.
Please don’t call me about it now, I, seriously, do not have the time now. We will chat
about it in Argentina. I will fax off a list of folks who wish to do the jungle thing so the
outfitters can prepare for the numbers and no-one will miss out. I will bring info for
you to browse through on trek. I don’t have prices but I have been told they will give you
good group rate.
Please remember, we are doing this gig for a whole year. We are stepping out of this
crazy, whirling existence and stepping into a life where about 80 miles down the road is
a full day. Taking on a day in the time frame of a sprinting snail is quite a transition. You
are allowed to slow down with your arrangements. Life will take on a much slower pace
for you after January 1st. Don’t panic. Smell the roses. Chill out. Kick back. Hang loose.
South Africa and Swaziland will be orgasmic, guaranteed. The country is soooo amazing.
You will gasp all day at the vistas. And then, there are those fascinating baboons, who,
by the way will take chunks out of you. Please remember the wildlife is WILD.
Tim and I met some of the most hospitable and friendly folks in South Africa – a truly
memorable experience.
More Cool Odyssey 2000® Clothes
We have available fleece sleeveless vests, long sleeve jackets and pullovers with an
embroidered Odyssey 2000® logo on the breasticle. We also have dressy ball caps with
the Odyssey® logo.
We are also getting Odyssey cloisonné pins and buttons made for folks who would like
something to hand out as a thank you. Pin makes a great Chrissy present.
We have designed a set of Odyssey tee shirts to commemorate the Odyssey 2000®. As you
can see from the sample sheet, these shirts are fabulous. They represent the entire
Odyssey 2000® tour.
The order sheet is attached. If you would like to order please call, fax or e-mail you
order and credit card number. We need to place the order on December 20.
You guys are gonna look sooooooo spiffy.
By the way, Odyssey clothing and goodies make very special gifts. They are produced in
very limited numbers, they look orgasmic, and they cannot be found anywhere else in the
world as no-one has the rights to produce any of our materials.
Any Late Comers For The Din Dins
Please call straight away if you have any friends or family who have said “what the
heck” and decided to come on out to see you off. We went for the larger room so we have

We are doing the finishing touches to the planning so any additions now would be très
helpful.
TK&A Has Their Collective Head Down And Their Whatnot Up
Please bear in mind that we have a million or three things to do here at TK&A before we
leave and we would be grateful if you only called out of necessity, unless it’s for a hug
– we take all those calls any time of day or night.
Please look to your memos. Most of the questions we are asked are answered in the
memos. If we don’t get the time we shan’t get the work done.
Of course, if you have something that is not in the memos, and it pertains to TK&A please
do not hesitate to call and we will do our best for you.
Living Together
Everybody’s body squeaks or rumbles or belches or snorts or snores or explodes or pops
or something during the night. It is fact o’ life. Sooooooo, if ya don’t want to be tuned
into the cacophony of the night why dontcha invest in some earplugs. Chewy (chewing
gum) works, but it is sooooo hard to get out of your hair in the morning.
Choosing your Locker in LA
From noon to 1 p.m. and 5 to 6 p.m. on December 30th before and after the meeting we will
open the trailers. That’s a time when everybody will be there. You can choose you own
private Odyssey nest then. You will get to choose in the order we suggested earlier, by
full payment date. If you aren’t there you get what’s left. All the lockers are in a great
location so don’t fret. You may bargain, barter, sell, switch or gamble your slots to
each other after you have your slot. Bring a lock with spare keys. If you do change
lockers during the year please notify the road office.
This task is going to happen quickly and efficiently without bloodshed. Our staff will
identify with a big “X” on the locker door what space is not available and you have a few
minutes to make a choice. We will probably do five folks at a time over the two-hour
spread. We will ask riders 1 to 125 to come up in the first hour and the rest in the
second. Have fun.
Water Bottle Cages
We will have two available for you in LA. Some of you went ahead and bought cages.
Sorry, no credits, cash etc.
Carrying Highly Flammable Products On Planes, NOT
It’s funny how we get a wave of the same questions all of a sudden. Mmmmmm. It is against
the law to carry some products on planes. Why would you even want to if it was highly
flammable? If in doubt, call the airlines. If you do not heed the rules, you could end up
making it a very long day for all of us, as we all get all our gear inspected with a fine
tooth comb. You could end up getting fined. You could miss the plane. You could have
more of your luggage confiscated. If you have a product that you can’t take throw it out.
Buy some more at the other end.
Bike Parts

Getting The Best Out Of The Staff
Don’t forget the Odyssey staff you encounter in the parking lot and around the hotel
are specially chosen folk. It is up to you to treat them well if you want their support.
You cannot expect folks to help if they are treated rudely or with disrespect. If you
frighten them off you don’t get replacements.
The staff are doing what they have been instructed. Please smile, do what they ask and
be courteous at all times. If you have a bad day that does not give you the right to be
discourteous to others, especially the staff.
This is true, not only of how you treat the staff, but also your fellow riders, our
vendors, the folks you encounter along the road, everyone. Treat people how YOU want
to be treated, with thoughtfulness and respect.
By the way, you might have TV cameras and newspaper folks floating around during your
stay at the Hilton. You could find yourself on the local, national or international
news.
Begging and Permanently Borrowing
Once we hit the border you will find another culture to which some of you are not used
too. When I visit Mexico I pull all my change and have it ready for the little children.
They want to sell you chewing gum usually. I give them a few coins and get them to keep
their products. But, you have to remember once you start giving you will be inundated
with every person within a one mile radius. So, think about it. Saying no, is a lot easier to
do if you don’t encourage the practice.
You cannot go around the world and change it to look like your world or “fix” it. All of
us combined don’t have enough money to give to all the people who are begging. You will
find some special circumstances where you can make a little difference in someone’s life.
When you come home after Odyssey maybe your experiences will move you to take up a
cause that CAN make a difference.
Always watch your “stuff”. A person taking your attention can be part of a group with a
well thought out plan to help lighten your load from the rear – pockets, fanny pack,
bike bag, bike, you name it.
I actually watched a man about to pick the pocket of tourist right in front of my eyes. It
was in North Africa about a hundred years ago, feels like… Brit-Simone used a stroller
then instead of a sports car. We were all mesmerized by the snake charmer’s antics with
a huge wriggly thing coming out of a basket. Luckily for the unsuspecting spectator I
warned him and off scurried the unsuccessful thief. That was 25 years ago. It’s amazing
what you can remember when you add “huge snake” to an incident and it becomes an
indelible memory.
Language
Because God was in a snit one day with those non-union workers on the Tower of Babel,
he made languages. Now, some of them are OK to work around, but others, nada, unless
you want to live in the area for a couple of lifetimes.
You can buy plastisized cards with pictures on them. Pointing to a picture is 100%
understandable to every (seeing) person in every tongue. The trick is then to make the
person understand what you want with the thing you have pointed to. You start to get

is the old fashioned pen and paper way. You don’t have to draw a Michaelangelo to get
your point across.
You can buy little dictionaries for each language that have the basics. A trick is to
always learn to say thank you and please. Goes a long way. Just think, you know how nice
it is to have someone be courteous to you.
Watch out what you do with your hands. You could actually start a mini war by a gesture
that you are not aware of.
Bowing and putting your hands in a prayer position goes over well in Thailand.
Beckoning with your index finger would be impolite in lots of countries as it is only
used for calling animals.
If you read Gestures, The Do’s and Taboos of Body Language Around the World by Roger
E. Axtell you can get up to speed on waving your arms around.
Toilets, Loos, Luas, Potties, Cans, Johns, Heads, Powder Rooms, Bathrooms and Dunnies
Wow, one could get a BA just researching the different (and I do mean DIFFERENT) ways
folks approach this facet of life.
There is sooooo much to say. Let me just caution you to ALWAYS be armed with toilet
paper and ALWAYS wear shoes and NEVER touch anything with ANY part of your body. A
peg for your nose could help in places.
Do not, even if there is evidence that it might be the norm, make a mess of Mother Nature.
Let’s treat the world well. Always bury of take out, in a plastic bag to be dropped in a
garbage can somewhere along the route, your toily paper. It will make you feel good
knowing that you are not adding to the pollution of our environment. Also, everything
we do out there will be a good (always we hope) example.
Do/Donʼt Eat
Enclosed is a form that we would like back straight away, especially if you don’t eat it.
We have to ask again because we don’t have everybody’s info. Thanks.
As you can imagine organizing grub for the group is a monumental task to add to the
other ones.
Please just cross yes or no. There are no other options. “Sometimes”, “depends”,
“occasionally”, “not too much”, “usually” are not answers. We cannot call a vendor and
say “we have 255 beefs tonight, 5 maybes and 15 no’s”. You get the picture. So, if we get
any “extra” info we have to default to “yes you eat it”. Of course, if you decide to change
your eating habits on trek and find that grazing in fields is the way to go, or that a pig
begins to look like a pork chop, we can adjust our records. It will take about three weeks
to make the switch down through our vendors.
If you have special likes, dislikes allergies, etc., just ask the servers nicely if such and
such has elephant toe nails, etc. in the ingredients. If it does contain “stuff” you don’t
like or that makes you break out, or fall comatose to the floor, don’t eat it, move on. The
vendors are not catering to special diets. Please don’t approach vendors for any special
orders.
Some of you we spoke to about this in depth before you signed up plus it’s in the material
you already have. I just wanted to bring it to your attention again as a gentle reminder.
We will order meals based on the information we receive back from the above form.

Please, if choose to eat flesh, etc. do not eat your comrades “no meat” dish. You are
actually taking your buddies meal. We are not going to police the pies etc., so please be
sensitive to others’ needs. Even though it looks really yummy it is not for you because
you already have yummy tucker to choose from.
Washington DC
If you are flying out of DC on our lay over days we suggest you purchase a ticket that
can be transferred to another flight, just in case. We can only tell you when we have
organized to arrive and leave airports. With airlines incorporated into our logistics
there are a lot more people making decisions that can affect our plans, including Mother
Nature.
We need to know who is staying and going in DC and the dates, if you don’t mind. Also, if
you are leaving your bags and/or bike, and who is going to look after your gear and/or
bike. We want to make this mass arrival and mini exodus as smooth as possible. When we
get closer we would ask that you leave us a phone number where you can be contacted.
With everybody working together we should be able to look after everyone so you all
can have a super layover.
Suggested Reading
Suggested reading by one our medical team, is “Where There Is No Doctor” by David
Werner. You can order it from the Hesperian Foundation, CA. Phone 510-845-1447. It
includes helpful hints on sickness prevention.

Keeping Up With Odyssey Vagabonds
Thanks sooo much for being sooo good about keeping us informed about your address
changes. It is sooo much easier to get the mailings to you. More and more of you will be
moving now, so please do the same. If you are not sure if we have your change of address
please call and we will check.
Welcome
Some of the folks from outside of the United States of America have arrived in our
wonderful country. Welcome folks, we wish you a wonderful time here, and can’t wait to
meet or re-meet you.
Mele Kalikemaka
Christmas is so far from our thoughts here, but that is not so for most of you. Tim,
Karen-Ann, Brit-Simone and our special staff wish you a Mele Kalikimaka.
Odyssey 2000® Staff Again
We have such an awesome crew. A couple of them have been working for months on
Odyssey projects. You will meet them at the rider meeting. Hug ‘em lots, smile lots.
Thank you is a magical word, use it often and be kind to them. All of them love to ride a
bike. They have temporarily given up their hobby to join Tim and me on Odyssey and help
us make our dream come true. And, now they are infected with the Odyssey virus – they
are wired with excitement and rearing to go.
Pleeeeeeeeeeease Send In Your Forms Etc. Today
If you are not on the lists that will go out to border guards, custom agents, hotels etc.

If we don’t have your photos you won’t get your ID or bike numbers and then you won’t
get meals or get to ride and then you will become undernourished and wither away and
won’t have left LA.
Any bike tags or ID tags made at the hotel will cost $5.00 per tag. Lost tags need to be
replaced immediately on trek. Go to the trek office and order whatever you are missing.
Since these are bar coded, and are created on a computer, printed and laminated, we
suggest you treat them like credit cards. That will save you hassle, time and money. You
cannot ride without bike numbers or eat without an ID tag.
Also, without your ID you shan’t be able to collect your bike from hotel security.
Do NOT mail anything through the Post Office, ONLY FED EX OVERNIGHT, to our office
AFTER December 20TH. After DECEMBER 27TH our office will be closed until January
2nd. If we do not have your forms in our files in LA you will need to get them to us before
you can pick up your ride packet. Check YOUR records. Please do not call our office.
Tootles
One more memo may hit your letterbox.

Tim
sweltering in Malaysia whilst keeping an eye out for far sighted elephants
Brit-Simone
buried under “Mount of Papers”
Karen-Ann wearing all the hats all together and still making some sense
The Staff working at warp speed.
Encl:

Mail stops
Order form
Pics of tee shirt
A Travel Tip or Two from Karen-Ann
Eat/not form

